Assessing Students’ Scientific Drawings

Drawings are a very powerful way to record observations and it is good to frequently require them during science class. They also give you a good insight into student thinking.

This type of drawing is very different from artistic drawings. The emphasis, for example during animal observations, is to draw all the visible body parts of an animal in the correct number and location. The smaller details like exactness in shape and proportion may be somewhat ‘off’ and this is OK with elementary students. All significant features must be labeled.  

Many teachers are reluctant to grade these drawings. However, it is important for students to know what is important and significant in a science drawing and to get feedback from others. Nearly all students, with instruction, encouragement, and practice, can become proficient in this skill. 

If you are one of these reluctant teachers, it is helpful to have students make a drawing that you give feedback on and NOT grade. If you collect samples over time, you will see dramatic improvements. 

It is sometimes important to repeatedly remind students that there can be a significant difference in artistic and scientific drawings. 

